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Strategic Y arzing Tlaff

Bozdivgien, B.L. 20301

MEMGRANDUM FOR: NIO/W

FROM ¢ Director, SWS
SUBIECY : Afghaiiistan
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12 DecemberE&%Z?

1. Our centinuing anatysis of Soviet zctivities in Afghanistan and at

miiitary bases n nearby areas of the USSR leads me to believe the

Commuriity should immediately produce a follow-up report to the 14 Septemhar
Alert Memorandum. We beiiev: the paper should convey explicit warning tiat
the Soviets appear to be preparing to introduce sizable combat forces in to
Iran and should assess :the implizations of such a move in the context of

the overall situation throughout the Middle East and South Asia.

2. The only reperting we have seen on recent developments in Afghaﬁéﬁggp
| has been limited to a description of the Soviet forces ¥hj
nave been moved to Afzhanistan in the last week, a descriptisn of evidence
that more may be about to be moved, and a statement that "we do not uw
whether this augmentation is intended cnly to upgrade defenses at Bajram

or is indicative of a decision by the Soviets o incraase their

#ilitary

commitment in Afgh:nistan substantialiy." We corcade that we canno* ruie

Out ise possibility tnzt the recent move is merely for improcing security

at taqram.  We believe, however, that the size of the for
imarm is irordinately large for tids DUrpLLe, ant vi

+ forces thet zppear te be preparing to move o Aty

The Miliiary Indiéggions

Soviet Comi:t Units At Kagram

3. In the period from about 3 to 10 December the Soviets mov

1

iat semething more than airfield security is in the offing. In
any event, the totality of events indicative of a major Soviet g
move in Afghanistan clearly merits sironger waraing thar has been siven.

The issue, as we see it, i< not what has been introduced into Afghanistan,
but what is likely to be iztroduced, probably in the next few days a::d why.
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=d what
appears to be two battalion-sized combat units to Bagram Airiielc. SEyd
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kctions Possible Related Tc Preparations To Secure A Hovement Of Scviet
Troops

11. One interpretaticn of the movemernt of the units to Begram in recant
davs is that it is meant to insure the sxzurity of Soviet fcives while they
are in the vulnerable landing and debariing phases of their movement. We
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General

Whe: we are seeing in implementation of plan, deliberatz, step-
by-step, for long term goals.

-- Does not bear marks of caution to turn of events, but steps as
part of overall plan to deal with a situztion which, without major
change, could only continue to deteriorate,

Concern fFor ®zaction 0OF Afghan Army

[ 25X1

25X1

Approved For Release 2007/05/29 : CIA-RDP83B01027R000300170018-1



